
Introduction  

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and 

circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of 

unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t 

catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called. 

 

Quiet Meditation: Prayerful Preparation 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                          “Christ, Whose Glory fills the Skies” arr. by C. Berry 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our creator, 

our protector, 

our wellspring of life. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 

We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 

we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. 

Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 

that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 
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God proclaims these words of assurance: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn # 413 ELW                                                                               “Holy! Holy! Holy!” 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you 

 

Hymn of Praise   
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand in 

awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us 

heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading                                                          Isaiah 6:1-8 

 

Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to 

announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is 

initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!” 

 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 

wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two 

they flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of 

those who called, and the house filled with smoke.  
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5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”6 Then one of the seraphs 

flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The 

seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 

has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                                                                      Psalm 138 
  

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your     

steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.  

 3 When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

  that great is the glory of the Lord. 

 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar.  

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save 

     me.           

 8 You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures  

forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  
 

Second Reading                                                  1st Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the 

Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers 

before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world. 
 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand,  
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2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed 

to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 3 For I handed on to you as of first 

importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures,  4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared 

to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have died.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as 

to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 

than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then 

it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 5th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel                                                                 Luke 5:1-11 

 

Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and 

John, Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ creative 

power is revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen to leave everything 

behind to become apostles. 

 
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 

on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets.  
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3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had 

finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 

catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. 

Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many 

fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat 

to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But 

when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for 

I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that 

they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 

Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

May the Light of Epiphany, the Light of the Nations, continue to rise and thaw the fear that 

has gripped us. May we be guided by light and the Light. May the warmth of both the sun 

and the Son be felt in our bones, and may we be strengthened to love our neighbors right 

now. Amen 

 

Hymn # 574 ELW                                                                               “Here I Am, Lord” 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the world. Equip us to 

respond to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it to all.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all whose work 

brings them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, construction crews, and emergency 

rescuers and firefighters. Guide us to live carefully alongside the wonders of the land and 

waters. We continue to lift up to your mercy all who are dealing with devastating loss due to 

wildfires in the area of LA.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed forces, that they 

respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. Ensure that all who serve are kept 

safe in body, mind, and spirit. We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of grace and mercy, in the midst of turmoil and change, your steadfast love endures 

forever, and your strength does not fail. Where there is falsehood, bring truth. Where there is 

division, bring trust. Where there is harm, bring healing. Shape us to be faithful witnesses of 

your Gospel, standing firm in Christ’s love and guided by your Spirit. May our words and 

actions reflect the grace we have first received, so that whoever our neighbor may be, they 

see Jesus in us.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging circumstances. We 

hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical 

care, and health and wellness, and all in need of safety, security, and genuine freedom.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, mental illness, 

injury, or illness of any kind. Draw helpers to their side so that they find relief from their 

burdens. We pray for all members of Faith Lutheran Church and Campus Ministry, especially 

Mary Muckler, Marc Dovenmuehle, Bob Baer, Carol Shrider, Deborah Lease, Pauly Zody, 

Sarah Driver, Jordan Seubert, Patrick Hellman, Mary Bausano, Kim, John, Sue, and Liam. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless the labor and efforts of this 

congregation, that we may be a sign of your presence in the world.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. May we too show 

a deep trust in you throughout our lives.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 

revealed among the people. 

Amen. 
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Exchange of Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please greet people near you with a sign of peace 

 

Offering 

Wishing to make a donation? This QR code will take you to tithe.ly where we can receive 

gifts. Please note: a tithe.ly account is required to give in this way but is quick to create! 

Are you aware this app has an option to allow you to cover transactions fees? 

 
 

Choir Anthem                   “This is my World” by Pepper Choplin 

 

Offertory 
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Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us--ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.   

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among 

us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 

good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  we await his coming in 

glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know   the unity we 

share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

We welcome all to join in the sacrament of Holy Communion as the Holy Spirit guides and 

directs. 
 

People in worship will be invited to come forward to the altar by pew rows. 

  

The pastor will distribute a wafer or gluten-free wafer, saying, “The body of Christ, given for 

you.” 
 

 Each person will then move toward a volunteer holding a tray of disposable, plastic cups: 

the inner ring will be filled with grape juice, the other cups will be filled with wine.  

As each person selects their cup, they will hear: “The blood of Christ, given for you.”   

  

Empty cups will be placed in a tray held by another volunteer after each person has 

communed.  
 

Pre-sealed cups are available for anyone who chooses to communion in this form. 

 

Communion 
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Hymn # 817  ELW                                              “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
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Post-Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Canticle 
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Prayer 

Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 

whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn # 809 ELW                                                                             “Send Me Jesus” 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                   “Song Without Words in D Major”  by Felix Mendelssohn 
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Announcements 

 

Welcome! We welcome all visitors and guests. The sacrament of Holy Communion is an 

essential aspect of our worship. We invite all who are present to share in this sacrament as 

the Holy Spirit guides and directs you. 

 

Thanks! Thanks to everyone who helped make our Celebration Sunday luncheon last week 

so very lovely. 

 

Lutheran Social Services Did you see the video statement that Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, issued recently on LSS and LSA? You may view this video 

here. 

 

Campus Ministry Lindsay Stevenson (stevenl7@miamioh.edu) and Mason Santalucia 

(santalmd@miamioh.edu) are our student interns who will be leading our Campus Ministry 

for this semester. Introduce yourselves. Exchange contact info. Plan to be a part of our 

events. 

 

Faith’s Table On the second Wednesday of each month, we invite our neighbors and friends 

to join us in a hot meal and offer pantry goods.  This ministry is called Faith’s Table.  We set 

up at 4:30 pm.  We start serving food (both at table and via drive through) at 5:30 pm.  Clean 

up follows, so everyone leaves around 6:30 pm.  We love volunteers! Please join us!  If you 

can prepare food to share, please let us know by using the sign-up sheet on the name tag 

table. 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Join us at 8:30 am in the Korte Lounge as we continue to 

compare the life and teachings of Jesus in the gospels.  

 

Zoom Bible Study Please join our next Zoom Bible Study. Our meetings for this study 

are on Wednesdays, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. We are studying the Minor Prophets. Join us! 
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Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with the Southwest California Synod ELCA 

and Pacifica Synod ELCA to assess the most urgent needs for the communities that are 

being devastated by wildfires. 

To donate, you may: 

1. Click here (https://tinyurl.com/3hbrerd7) to donate directly to Lutheran Disaster 

Response 

2. Send donations to the Southern Ohio Synod, designated for U.S. Wildfires and we will 

forward them to Lutheran Disaster Response on your behalf. 

100% of donations designated as "U.S. Wildfires" will go directly to serve these 

communities. 

We continue to pray for the communities impacted.  

 

Church Office This week, our church office is staffed Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 12 noon.  

Email our office admin at FaithLutheran Oxford@gmail.com or phone 513.523.3808 for any 

concerns.  Please let our admin Kim know whenever you come into the building.  
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