
Introduction 

In this season of Christmas, we offer our praise and adoration to the Christ Child, Emmanuel, 

God with us.  Through the loving grace of God, through the Word of God, and by means of 

the sacrament of Holy Communion, God will touch us anew this morning as our celebration 

of the One who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords continues!  

 
Quiet Meditation: Prayerful Preparation 

Welcome/Announcements 

 
Prelude              “Coventry Carol”   Arranged by Cindy Berry 

 

  

Carol # 45 LBW                                   “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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Dialog 

The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all the people.  
 

Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived 

among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do as we continually receive your 

abundant blessings in this New Year; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lessons and Carols 

 

First Reading                                                                                             Isaiah 9:2-7

       
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 

their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping 

warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child 

has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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Carol # 58 LBW                                                                        “Lo, How a Rose is Growing”  
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Second Reading                                       Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 

forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and 

feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be 

the one of peace.  

 

Carol # 41 LBW                                                                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
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Third Reading                              Luke 1:26-35, 38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 

is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God.  38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Carol # 40 LBW                                                                                     “What Child Is This” 
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Fourth Reading                   Luke 2:1-7 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Hymn # 277 ELW                                                                                  “Away in the Manger” 
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Fifth Reading                                                                                   Luke 2:8-16

                   
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had 

left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

Carol # 44 LBW                                                                            “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
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Sixth Reading                          Luke 2:21-35 

21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, 

the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested 

on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are 

dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your 

salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed. 35so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

 

Carol # 490 ELW                                                             “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
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Seventh Reading           Matthew 2:13-18 
 

13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 

up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. 

This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 

have called my son.”16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 

infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was 

fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in 

Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

consoled, because they are no more.” 

    

Carol # 646 WOV                                                                “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  
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Eighth Reading                                                                                              John 1:1-14

           

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 

was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 

world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Carol # 42 LBW                                                                   “Of The Father’s Love Begotten”  
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Prayers 

 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all 

people. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries of your 

church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study 

leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines, 

penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge of 

the natural world and the care of its inhabitants.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands. We 

pray for the peoples of Syria, and for peace to prevail, especially in Ukraine, Russia, and the 

Middle East.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For the well-being of your people, we pray. We thank you for healing that has already 

happened and we ask for you to watch over all who travel this holiday season. Accompany 

people who are alone or ill, frightened, anxious, depressed, and especially individuals who 

are lonely or bereaved. We pray for all members of Faith Lutheran Church and Campus 

Ministry, especially Mary Muckler, Marc Dovenmuehle, Deborah Lease, Bob Baer, Pauly 

Zody, Sarah Driver, Jordan Seubert, Patrick Hellman, Kim, John, Sue, and Liam. Bring them 

healing and wholeness.  Console parents and children whose relationships are strained or 

severed.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
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For the ministry of this place: Faith Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry at 

Miami University, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In times of conflict, 

clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. In times of challenge, bring strength.  In times 

of transition, bring guidance and peace.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks. Draw us all 

into everlasting praise and joy.  

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Responsive Prayer 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.  

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the 

world.  

Amen.   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen.                                               19                       

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you.                    

 

Offertory                    “Joseph’s Lullaby”             Arranged by Bober 

 

Offering   

Wishing to make a donation? This QR code will take you to tithe.ly where we can receive 

gifts. Please note: a tithe.ly account is required to give in this way but is quick to create! 

Are you aware this app has an option to allow you to cover transactions fees? 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Gracious God, 

Your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer through this sacrament 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen.  

Hymn  ”#292 ELW                                                                                  “Love Has Come”  
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Blessing 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ 

Child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 

bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn #60 LBW                                                         “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                      “Oh How Joyfully” 
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